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meter marked 47 ~ at Parsonstown~a rise of 22~  was down to 28 ~ 
i,n London. I t  had been as low as 23 ~ during the previous night at 
Loughborough, in Leicestershire. In the course of the day heavy rain 
set in over the S. and W. of Ireland, the downpour yielding 2"3 inches 
at Valentia Island, 1"15 inches at Parsonstown, but only "330 inch in 
the city of Dublin. Frost prevailed on this and the two following days 
in France and Germany. On the evening of Saturday, the 29tb, cirro- 
stratus overspread the sky in front of a deep depression, which subse- 
quently travelled towards E.N.E. across the south of England, causing 
heavy gales in the English Channel, and a downpour of rain over the 
greater part of England. 

The last two days were squally and showery, and at the close of the 
month a very deep cyclonic system was advancing from S .W,  accom- 
panied by torrents of rain and violent gales. 

From January 1st up to and including October 31st rain fell in Dublin 
to the amount of only 12"366 inches on but 123 days~ the  average for 
the ten months based on twenty years' observations being 23"187 inches~ 
and 160"8 rainy days. Thus, the rainfall was equal to only 53"3 per 
cent. of the average, while the rainy days were equal to 76"5 per cent. of 
the average. 

At  Greystones, Co. Wicklow, the rainfall in October amounted to 2"2A 
inches, distributed over only 9 days. 

P E R I S C O P E .  

PRURITUS ANI. 

DR. W. MXZCHE•L BA~KS writes :--I have been rather struck with the fre- 
quency of pruritus among the better classes of society as compared with 
tile hospital classes. Out of 4,000 cases occurring at St. ~lark's Hospital 
in London, under the care of Mr. Allingham, only 180 were cases of 
pruritus. And we may be sure that a very large proportion of all the 
cases in London would be sure to find their way to a special hospital. I 
see plenty of cases of piles and fistula at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, 
but I cannot get hold of a genuine good case of pruritus, whereas in 
private practice they are by no means uncommon. Cleanliness then can 
have nothing much to do with it in point of causation. Again~ while 
probably showing a predilection for those who eat and drink too much, 
it assails people of very different appearance and habits. I cannot help 
thinking that it is in many essentially a gouty condition, and I found a 
course of Homburg do one patient great good--indeed it practically 
cured her, after everything else had failed. There is a method of treat. 
ment which I do not think is spoken of in books~ but which I have tried 
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in two or three cases with great success. This consists in an~esthetising 
tile patient, and then with the big bulb of a thermo-cautery, heated to a 
~'hite heat~ lightly running over the whole affected surface, so as to 
produce a superficial burn. This seems a rather severe remedy~ but then 
the disease is sometimes a very dreadful one, and makes the lives of its 
victims ahnost intolerable. Now, the look of the cautery is much worse 
than the reality~ and a bit of lint kept moist with a solution of carbonate 
of soda, soon takes the smarting away. I do not kuow if others have 
tried this plan~ but it is an excellent one, and may be resorted to with 
tolerable confidence in aggravated cases. Deep cauterisation is not 
required, merely a superficial frizzling.--Liverpool Med. CMr. Journal. 

FEVER : ITS CAUSE, I~IECHANISM~ AND P.ATIO:NAL TREATi~IE:NT, 

PROFESSOR AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., LL.D., of New York~ delivered an able 
address on this subject before the second General Session of the Ninth 
International Congress, at Washington, on Tuesday~ September 6~ 1887. 
We extract from the Medical News of Saturday, September 10, 1887~ the 
following propositions in which Professor Fl int  summarised his views : - -  
" 1. Fevers, especially those belonging to the class of acute dlseases~ are 
self-limited in their duration, and are due each one to a special cause, a 
microSrganism, the operation of which ceases after the lapse of a certain 
time. 2. We are as yet unable to destroy directly the morbific organisms 
which give rise to continued fevers; and we must be content~ for the 
present, to moderate their action and to sustain the powers of resistance 
of patients. 3. The production of animal heat involves oxidation of 
parts of the organism or of articles of food~ represented in the formation 
and discharge of nitrogenised excrementltious matters~ carbonic acid and 
water. 4. As regards its relations to general nutrition and the produc. 
tion of animal heat~ water formed in the body by a process of oxidation 
is to be counted as an excrementitious principle. 5. Fever, as observed 
in the so-called essential fevers~ may be defined as a condition of exces- 
sive production of heat, involving defective nutrition or inanition, an 
excessive production and discharge of nitrogenised excrementitious matters 
and carbonic acid~ with waste and degeneration of the tissues, and 
partial  or complete suppression of the production and discharge of water. 
6. Aside from the influence of complications and accidents~ the ataxie 
symptoms in fevers~ the intensity and persistence of which endanger lif% 
are secondary to the fever and are usually proportionate to the elevation 
of temperature. These symptoms are ameliorated by measures of treat-  
ment directed to a reduction of the general temperature of the body. 
7. The abstraction of heat by external cold~ and the reduction of tempe- 
ra~ure by antipyretics administered internally, without affecting the 
special cause of the fever~ improve the symptoms which are secondary to 
the pyrexia. 8. In  health~ during a period of inani~ion~ the consumption 
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of the tissues in the production of animal heat, is in a measure saved by 
an increased production and excretion of water. 9. In  fever, the effects 
of inanition, manifested by destruction and degeneration of tissues, are 
intensified by a deficient formation and excretion of water. 10. Alimen- 
tation in fever, the object of which is to retard and repair the destruction 
and degeneration of tissues and organs, is difficult mainly on account of 
derangements of the digestive organs ; and this difficulty is to be met by 
the administration of articles of food easily digested, or of articles in 
which the processes of digestion have been begun or are partly accom- 
plished. 11. In the introduction of the hydrocarbons, which are impor- 
tant factors in the production of animal heat, alcohol presents a form of 
hydrocarbon which is promptly oxidised, and in which absorption can 
take place without preparation by digestion. 12. Precisely in so far as 
it  is oxidised in the body, alcohol furnishes matter which is consumed in 
the excessive production of heat in fever, and saves destruction and 
degeneration of tissue. 13. The introduction of matters consumed in 
the production of heat in fever, diminishes rather than increases the 
intensity of the pyrexia. 14. As the oxidation of alcohol necessarily 
involves the formation of water and limits the destruction of tissue, its 
action in fever tends to restore the normal processes of heat-production, 
in which tile formation of water plays an important part. 15. The 
great objects in the treatment of fever itself are to limit and reduce the 
pyrexia by direct and indirect means; to limit and repair destruction 
and degeneration of tissues and organs by alimentation; to provide 
matters for consumption ia the abnormal production of heat;  and thus 
to place the system in the most favourable condition for recuperation 
after dm disease shall have run its course." 

TREATMENT OF SYNCOPE. 

PERSONS in a state of syncope from heart troubles may, according to 
Brown-Sdquard (Bulletin de Thdrapeutique)~ frequently be restm'ed to 
consciousness by simply reversing them--seizing them by the legs and 
standing them on their heads. A strong galvanic current, applied to the 
neighbourhood of the trachea, sometimes is successful where all else has 
failed. Intermittent pressure over the heart is also a means that some- 
times succeeds. Finally, vigorous pinching, or pricking the skin in front 
of the trachea, is sometimes successfully resorted to.--St. Louis Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 

ARMY MEDICAL DEP&RTMENT. 

TRE DIRECTOR-GENERAL informs us that no Examination for Commis- 
sions in the Medical Staff of the Army wiU be held in February next. 
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As illustrative of  the pharmaceutical use of s~ccharin in disguising 
the taste of medicines, Mr. Martindale gives the following experi-  
ments  : - -  

Salicin, twen ty  grains in one ounce of  water, is effectua|]y 
covered by thirty minims of the above-mentloned spiritus saccharin ; 
th i r ty  grains of  salicylate of  sodium are disguised by the same 
quan t i ty ;  and one |)art of" the spirit to seven parts respectlve!y of  
l iquor strychnlnm and t incture  of  nux vomlca makes these very  
palatable. W i t h  quinine it is not so successful--one par t  of  the 
spirit to three parts of  t incture  of  quinine being required to maslc 
its bitterness. One part  of  spiritus saccharin to three parts of  
t inc ture  of perchloride of  iron disguises its taste, and the extreme 
nauseousness of  llquid extract (ff case:Ira is .covered by an equal 
volume of  the spirit (Brit. Med. Jour~.~ Oct.  1, 1887). 

TEbIPERATURE SENSE, 

DR. GOLDSCHNEIDER communicated to the Berlin Physiological Society 
the results of his experiments on the reaction-time of the perception of 
temperature. I t  has been known for a long time that cold is more 
quickly perceived than heat. As a startlng-point, the sPeaker had first 
carried out some direct measurements. He sought out portions of the 
surface of the body which were equally sensitive to heat and cold; 
these parts were then stimulated as far as possible with equal intensity~ 
and the results were as follows~ taken as a mean of about two thousand 
separate measurements : - -The  reaction-time for cold as a stimillus is for 
the face 13"5, for the arm 18, for the abdomen 22, a n d  for the knee 25 
hundredths of a second. When an equally strong heat stimulus was 
applied, the numbers obtained were 19, 27, 62, and 79 hundredths of a 
second. Tile ratio of the reaction-times was found to be about the same 
when the stimuli were applied to such a nerve as the trigeminal which 
goes straight to the brain and to a spinal nerve. The experiments on 
thermal stimulation were made by bringing a metallic button in contact 
with the skin and recording electrically the moment of conl,act; the 
resulting sensation was indicated by a Beiss key. The degree of heat 
and cold employed as a stimulus was selected so a s  to differ by equal 
amounts from the temperature of the skin. From the results of the 
experiments~ Dr. Goldschneider deduced some thdoretieal conclusions as 
to the nature of our sensations of heat and cold. 



Transactio~ts of  rite Ulzter Medical Soeiett/. 525 

communication. "Yet it has left our houses unaltered in construct ion~ 
the main clement of danger being still retained on tile first landing. 
There is a tendency towards improvement in matters of ventilation and 
sewerage, and I think it is mflikely that in this country we shall agaill 
experience epidemics of the magnitude of the past. All the severer forms 
of plague, pestilence, and fevers, with all cont'~ginns diseases~ are within 
measurable distance of being stamped out. The ills which tile medical 
man of the future will have to contend with will be of a more refined and 
subtle character~diseases of the digestive and nervous systems~ induced 
by the greater strain required to carry on the blJsiness of the world, in 
an age of keen competition, much disappointment, and immense tear and 
wear of brain substance. I am confident that tile members of this old 
historic Society of ours will keep abreast of ttle times, and in the future 
as in the past work to leave both the world and the profession better 
than they found them; so that while in the world political and com- 
mercial the word passes, " Demos is king~" it may be said in the world 
scientific and professional " Medicus is king." 

On the motion of Professor DH.L, seconded by Dr. D~;~It'sEY, J.P.,  a 
cordial vote of thanks was passed to I)r. Whitl% ex-President, fox" tim 
ability and success with which he presided dm'ing his year of office. 

Dr. J. W. BROWNE proposed~ and Dl'. ~,I'C(~SINELL seconded~ that the 
cordial thanks of the members present be tendered to the President for 
his Address. 

This was carried by acclamation. 

T I l E  T R E A T M E N T  O F  B U R N S .  

AL'rSCHU• (Monatsch. f .  prakt. Dermat.) reviews the treatment of burns, 
and gives the results of his own experience. Iodoform he regards as the 
application par excellence for burns of the second and third degrees; he 
prefers an iodoform gelatin of the strength of ten per cent ,  or, better 
still , an iodoform paste, of which the following is the formula:--l~,. White 
wax, 3 ss. ; olive oil, 5 i. ; solution of subacctate of lead~ 5 iv. ; iodoform, 

ij. to iv.--Americau Med. Digest. 

SP0~TAr~EOUS Cl:R~ Or" ClnSOID A~EUX~YSM. 

DR. H. V. F~ZRI~EL, of Carterville, Ill., reports a case of spontaneous cure 
of cirsoid aneurysm. "The  patient, aged twenty, had a large pulsating 
tumour above the right clavicle for a long time~" which was diagnosticated 
as an aneurysm, t ie  now suffered from "an  attack of measles~" during 
which " the tumour had ave r ) ;  red, angry look, pulsated strongly, and 
seemed about to rupture." The patient recovered of the measles~ and 
" thereafter the tumour began to decrease in size, the pulsation and thrill 
e~ltirel~, ceased."--St. Louis Courier of Medicine~ February, 1887. 


